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Class Counsellor

Liu Xinwu

Translated by Bennett Lee

Would you like to get to know a delinquent and live with
him at close quarters everyday? I think not. In fact, you
would probably be offended and wonder why I would make
such an outrageous suggestion.

However, when Lao Cao, the Party Branch Secretary,
looking tanned and fit, posed this same question in the Party
Branch office of the Guangming Middle School to the class
counsellor for the third year class, Zhang Junshi, all the
while looking him straight in the eye, Zhang did not find it
the least bit outrageous. He only paused for a moment of
studied reflection before answering flatly: “Fine. I’d like to
get to know him.”

It was like this: A few days before, the Public Security
Bureau had released Song Baoqi from detention after he had
been held for involvement in criminal gang activities. In the
course of interrogation, he came face to face with the power
and the inspired policy of the dictatorship of the proletariat.
His body drenched in sweat and his lips trembling
uncontrollably, Song Baoqi made a fairly complete
confession and revealed the key crimes committed by the
gangleader. Because these crimes were not too serious and his
confession had been relatively complete, and because he
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wasn’t yet sixteen years old, the Public Security Bureau
released him for re-education. His parents felt that it would
be hard for him to show his face in the same neighbourhood
again so they arranged to move to another place. This new
neighbourhood happened to be close to the Guangming
Middle School, and, as the regulations were that students
attend the school nearest to their residence, his parents
requested that he be allowed to transfer there. Song Baoqi
was supposed to be ready for third year and the third year
class had places open. Zhang Junshi, moreover, was a class
counsellor with over ten years experience and the only Party
member among the class counsellors for this year. For all
these reasons, after the Party Branch had looked into the
matter and accepted Song Baogi’s request for transfer, Lao
Cao, the Branch Secretary, sought out Zhang Junshi directly,

filled him in on the cmowmao::a and asked: “How about it?

You'll take him?”
And as you already know, N:m.sm Junshi’s thoughtful eyes

met Lao Cao’s inquiring look, saw encouragement in it, and
gave his reply.

2

What kind of a man was this Zhang Junshi? While he is
fronting the dusty wind of a spring day and riding to the
Public Security Bureau to find out about mosm Baogi, we can
consider him in some detail,

Zhang Junshi is actually quite undistinguished. He is
thirty-six years old this year, of medium build and a little
overweight. His clothes are well-worn but neat, and all the
buttons are done up immaculately, even on his outer jacket.
His face is oval-shaped, his forehead creased and his eyes,
though not large, can flash when he is angry — students who
tell lies are most afraid of that look. What the students
respect the most, however, is Zhang Junshi’s mouth. It is
popularly held that people with thin lips are very
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knowledgeable, but Zhang Junshi’s lips were thick, and in
spring and winter were usually dried and chapped from the
wind. But what issued from between these lips was always
full of passion and verve, sharp and fluent like a seeding
machine that never got rusty and constantly planted in the
minds of the students seeds of revolutionary thinking and
knowledge. It was also like a broom, tirelessly and mercilessly
sweeping out the dust that collected in their minds.

On the road, Zhang Junshi looked very uninterested. It
was only after he had heard the report from the comrade at
the Public Security and looked over the case file that his face
grew animated. It is difficult to describe: there was not only
indignation, but some loathing and hatred as well. These
feelings soon gave way to obvious concern and solemnity.

By the time he got back to the school it was already three
o’clock in the afternoon. He pulled out his carefully folded
handkerchief and wiped the sweat from his forehead as he
walked into the teacher’s staffroom. He could see at a glance
that his fellow teachers already knew Song Baoqi was to start
classes the next day. The math teacher, Yin Dalei, was the
first to come up to him and, in doing so, initiated the first
skirmish of the Song Baoqi affair.

3

Yin Dalei and Zhang Junshi were the same age, graduated
from the same Teacher’s College, were both sent to
Guangming Middle School to work and often taught the same
year students. They always showed the greatest respect for
each other and even when quarrelling they never made
indirect personal attacks, but spoke their mind without
reservation.

Yin Dalei was tall and slender but his facial features were
closely squashed together, so that he could never escape the
description of “baby-face”. It was only by virtue of the thick
glasses perched on his nose that he could maintain the
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